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of Magdala was cleared and we could make again for the
high plateau. The volleys of rifle fire died down. We
were able to sleep in the great Gibbi of a local chief.
In the morning we continued our inarch. Although
there were villages burning round about, there were still a
lot of huts untouched ahead of us. Dedjazmatch Aberra,
the son of Ras Kassa, the same who fought the Italians
throughout the rainy season, went ahead of us as advance
guard to clean up the road. This day the march was
uneventful except on two or three occasions.
We now had to find out something about the movements
of the Italians in order that we should not fall in with them,
and to prevent our road to Addis Ababa from being cut.
So when we were still forty kilometres north-north-east of
Dessye we made straight for Warra Hailu. The Emperor
had other reasons for choosing Warra Hailu. It was the
centre of several telephone lines and he was anxious for
news of Addis Ababa and the outside world. He knew
that Dessye had been taken by the Italians, nothing more.
For up to now he had been out of communication with his
capital.
One of the most modernised chiefs was saying . . .
" Nowadays war is three-quarters politics and one quarter
fighting. What is the Emperor doing with troops that no
longer obey him ? He might easily be killed. He should
attempt a political solution, negotiate with the League of
Nations and with foreign governments. But perhaps some
king would be willing to help us. England, for example,
would be able to take Lake Tana.5'
I smiled involuntarily.
The great chiefs were losing little by little all their
prestige. The Ras and the Seigneurs who usually
travelled aloof from the crowd now mingled with the
throng of soldiers.
The Emperor himself was losing a great part of his
authority.
It was Death who followed us everywhere, and seemed to
be stronger than the aristocratic power of the Emperor and
his chiefs : he made us all equal, and it was he who drove
us from the places where he was able to reign.
The soldiers continued at times to pillage and burn

